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FOREWORD 
 

Robin Brierley, Executive Director, West Midlands Anti Slavery Network 
 
Welcome to our last newsletter of 2022.  
 
I feel as though this year has flown by so quickly, yet at the same time so much seems to have 
happened in a period of just 11 months.  
 
The landscape feels as though it has changed dramatically and our knowledge of the complex 
issues including criminal exploitation has grown immensely in 2022. Organised Immigration Crime 
features far more in our conversations than it did a year ago as we come to terms with 
understanding exactly what that is and how it links to our work.  
 
This is being made more difficult and as national news reporting regularly interchanges the words 
trafficking and smuggling without knowing exactly what each means. However, we will continue 
to work with all our partners to ensure victims and survivors receive the care and support they so 
rightly deserve, we will also continue to ensure we understand the challenges faced by our many 
partner agencies and the immense pressure on them in the current financial crisis.  
 
We all must ensure that other forms of exploitation are given equal priority, as current 
conversations are very much around criminal exploitation and less so on sexual exploitation and 
domestic servitude for example. 
 
For the third sector, funding is becoming increasingly more difficult for many reasons but also 
comes at a time when they are required to support the statutory sector even more than they have 
done in past years. We will look at ways in which we seek funding via collaboration with other 
partners and develop smarter ways of operating with less funding.  
 
All sectors will struggle keeping pace with the rise in cost of living but NGOs working with grants 
will find it very difficult to find funding for salary increases that match those in the private sector – 
supporting all our employees must be a key priority and new ways of doing this needs to be a 
priority.  
 
Two months ago, we finally moved from a not-for-profit Community Interest Company to a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation which we are extremely proud of and more news of this will 
follow soon. The transfer was made easier by being able to evidence the work we have all been 
doing over the years, so I would like to thank all our partners for helping make this a reality for us.  
 
We are currently advertising for a Modern Slavery Coordinator for Birmingham City Council. This 
is a fabulous opportunity and is a key role within the West Midlands – the amazing Morgan Mead 
previously did this role before returning to work for the Red Cross in SE England. 

https://www.westmidlandsantislavery.org/


 
Morgan has paved the way for this role to grow and continue to make a significant contribution in 
a Local Authority, the West Midlands, and beyond. For more information, please contact 
donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org   
 
If you have any thoughts or ideas on how we can improve our newsletters, please do let us know, 
as we know these go nationally and are valued by our readers.  
 
I will close here and would like to thank everyone for all their support and hard work in 2022 
Working in partnership is key to victim and survivor care and support and for that I thank you.  
 
Wishing you all the very best in 2023  
 
Robin Brierley  
 
 
 

 
 

          Adavu is now a charity! 

 

Adavu was founded as a project of the Birmingham Methodist District way back in 2011 at a time 
when modern slavery as a widespread crime was barely recognised by statutory services.  Under 
the vision and drive of its founding members, Deacon Kerry Scarlett and Rev Stephen Willey, 
Adavu responded by helping to set a local network of professionals that eventually grew into the 
West Midlands Anti-Slavery Network. Then later, in 2016, acting on the lack of direct survivor 
support services, Adavu began offering specialist emotional and practical casework support direct 
to adult survivors in the region. To date we have helped almost 200 men and women rebuild 
fulfilled lives of freedom, hope and dignity. 

Fast forward to 2022 and we have moved to an independent charity and CIO (Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation), continuing to tackle the issue of modern slavery, and supporting 
survivors.  We are proud of our roots in the Birmingham Methodist District and continue to maintain 
a positive partnership with them as we move forward - as indeed with all our other partners within 
the WMASN and beyond. 

There are exciting times ahead as we continue to grow and expand and walk alongside victims 
and survivors!  We are excited that our continued work grows and flourishes:  in advocating for 
best practice in survivor support, in pushing for positive policy change and increased awareness 
across the whole of society. 

We look forward to walking alongside you in this journey in our new identity as a CIO. Please do 
follow us on social media, share our messages, and consider supporting us financially if you are 
able - it all makes such a difference as we do not receive any statutory 
funding:  www.adavu.org.uk  

For more information, please contact the Project Manager, Liisa Wiseman: 
wisemanl@adavu.org.uk  

 

mailto:donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org
about:blank
about:blank


 

 
Practical Ethics Blog 

 
 
 
 

Tyler Bladon Practical Ethics will be writing a regular blog for our future newsletters.  
 
You can find out more about the organisation and the work they do in their first blog 
post here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

          West Midlands Slavery Free  
               Campus Alliance  
 

 

We are delighted to announce that the Department of Health and Social Care has approved 
funding for the West Midlands Slavery Free Campus Alliance to develop a Modern Slavery 
Prevention toolkit for Universities in the West Midlands - building on existing drivers and 
resources across sectors/agencies.  The resources will not only be of interest and application 
in higher education but of use to government departments, local authorities, the NHS, and wider 
voluntary sector agencies in our whole system ambition to address modern slavery.  
 
I also want to take this opportunity to let you know that I am moving on from my post at It’s a 
Penalty - going to be MD at Shiva Foundation.  Thank you all so much for the amazing work 
and support that you have given on the universities’ alliance.  It’s really been incredible to see 
the development.  I’m delighted that the toolkit will be delivered early next year and help to 
provide basic level awareness-training and training for staff and students studying front-line 
courses. Philippa King 
 
I am so excited to be working on the development of the Modern Slavery Prevention toolkit and 
the WMSFCA. I know just how essential this piece of work will be in helping universities, 
students, and staff to prevent and protect against modern slavery, as well as crucially providing 
survivors with support and resources. I'm also thrilled to be working with the everyone at 
WMASN again following our partnership during our Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games 
campaign! Looking forward to meeting with you all soon! Elizabeth Speller, It’s a 
Penalty  Elizabeth.speller@itsapenalty.org 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFOXBKZcY8/OWLmONjEzlQr48TyZJiV1A/watch?utm_content=DAFOXBKZcY8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
mailto:Elizabeth.speller@itsapenalty.org
https://itsapenalty.org/
https://www.westmidlandsantislavery.org/
https://www.practicalethics.co.uk/


 

West Midlands Anti Slavery Network SafePlace 
 
Thank you to Olivia’s Closet! 
 
To introduce myself, my name is Hannah Periton, and I am the Health 
and Wellbeing specialist at the West Midlands Anti Slavery Network’s 
pre-NRM safehouse.  
 
This month we have kindly received an amazing donation from Olivia’s 
Closet, a brilliant community interest group based in Walsall that 
provides new and good quality preloved clothing and new toiletries for 
adults in need across the Black Country. We are hugely appreciative of 
all the men’s clothing we received which included clothing basics, 
shoes, and winter essentials such as coats and gloves.  
 
Our project is reliant on the generous support from organisations such as Olivia’s Closet. If you 
or anyone you know is able to support our project or provide donations, we would be very excited 
to hear from you so please do not hesitate to get in 
contact: hannah.periton@westmidlandsantislavery.org 

 
 

 
          

 
 

Hope at Home Hosting Scheme for Survivors of  
Modern Slavery 
 

 
Hope at Home is a hosting scheme for survivors of modern slavery and human trafficking.  
 
We train and support hosts with a trauma-informed approach, thorough matching with guests 
and safeguards in place.  We are looking for more hosts in the West Midlands.  
  
To find out more register your interest on our website here  
:https://www.hopeathome.org.uk/register-your-interest-hosting/ and we will get back to you. 
  
 

Report launch - Hope at Home and Nottingham Rights Lab 
 
Hope at Home and the Rights Lab, based at the University of Nottingham, would like to invite 
you to the launch of our report, titled "Where Will I Live?", on 23rd November at 11am, held via 
Zoom. 
  
It is widely known across the sector that survivors of modern slavery face unstable 
accommodation. Our latest report looks into understanding the accommodation challenges 
faced by survivors of slavery and how hosting could fit within current accommodation options. 
  
With unique data insights from survivors, support agencies and volunteers who have hosted 
survivors, the researchers have produced a report that offers the opportunity to meet real 
accommodation needs for survivors. 

mailto:hannah.periton@westmidlandsantislavery.org
https://www.hopeathome.org.uk/register-your-interest-hosting/


  
Book now to hear the key findings from the research and how Hope at Home are looking to 
implement plans to address the issues faced. 
  
  
Eventbrite link for booking 
Where Will I Live?" - Report Launch and Q&A Tickets, Wed 23 Nov 2022 at 11:00 | Eventbrite 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Black Country Women’s Aid Summer Ball 
 

 
This August, we held our first ever summer ball at our modern slavery safe house and it was 

a night to remember! It was an absolute explosion of emotions as we celebrated freedom and 

womanhood. 

Let us tell you a bit more about our safe house… Our modern slavery safe house is a safe 

space for women who have escaped modern slavery in the UK. The specialist refuge features 

12 safe, welcoming flats, and a new reception centre for women rescued from modern slavery. 

The lead-up to the ball… 

The safe house was filled to the brim with excitement and anticipation the week running up to 

the ball with fun events like creative crafts and a relaxing spa day where the ladies had their 

nails professionally done by The Beauty Box. We had support throughout the week from our 

brilliant young leaders from our successful Young Leaders Project that ran over the summer. 

The big day! 

So, what do you normally do at a party? Eat, drink, and dance? Well, that’s exactly what our 

ladies did, whilst looking positively stunning. Some of our lovely staff dressed as waiters and 

had drinks on standby for all of the ladies – it was their night. 

Everyone got glammed up to the nines by our very own hair and beauty team (Precision 

Haircare + make-up by Ashleigh). They even had their own fabulous dress to choose from 

and wear, all kindly donated by Olivia’s Closet / Dreamdays Bridal, along with an elegant 

corsage handmade by The Enchanted Florist. The ball had a wonderful cake donated by Olivia 

Tree cakes and its own candy cart which really brought the celebration together. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fwhere-will-i-live-report-launch-and-qa-tickets-445918623607%3Futm_campaign%3Dpost_publish%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Deventbrite%26utm_content%3DshortLinkNewEmail&data=05%7C01%7Cjared%40hopeathome.org.uk%7C9b0c176dde6b48d3583a08dabb2090bd%7Ca1c3325f52e34411af0b6453ea336c4c%7C0%7C0%7C638028045790821829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XaSYqjcq%2BM%2FuZ50BB0MhJ5yc2GuLqKdzjeGoxsenuOw%3D&reserved=0


For most of the evening, there was a fantastic mix of music from our very own singer, Darcie 

Edwards, with music from everyone’s hometown that gave everyone disco fever. But before 

that, everyone in the room was brought to tears as the women all took turns telling everyone 

about their stories and how grateful they were to be there. 

This was a momentous day that allowed the women and children in the safe house to have 

the chance to get ‘glammed up’ and celebrate life in a safe place. 

Thank you 

We would like to thank everyone who donated and supported the night, we wouldn’t be able 

to make wonderful occasions like this happen without you. 

If you would like to read more about this event, please see the BCWA website.  

 

 

        

  

 

Code Your Future 

 

CodeYourFuture (CYF) is a UK based non-profit organisation that trains people from 
disadvantaged groups to become web developers and helps them to find work in the tech 
industry. 

Here's a taste of what you'll find: 

•    We teach HTML, CSS, and JavaScript alongside valuable employability skills 
syllabus 

•    We can provide laptops and funding towards internet access and childcare 
•    We teach part-time over 10 months so study can fit around work and family life 
•    No experience necessary - open to complete beginners aged 18+ 
•    Free to join on successful completion of the Intro to Digital application process. 
•    Designed to specifically support marginalised people such as refugees, victims of 

modern slavery, asylum seekers, those living below the poverty line, long term 
unemployed and others 

More information is available on our website.  

 
Register your interest here. 

 

 

 
 

https://blackcountrywomensaid.co.uk/modern-slavery-summer-ball/
https://syllabus.codeyourfuture.io/
https://codeyourfuture.io/become-a-student/
https://codeyourfuture.io/itc-wm/


 
 
Launch of the West Midlands Police Modern Slavery App 
 
 

West Midlands Anti Slavery Network Independent Modern Slavery Advocate, 
Lisa Bird, has supported West Midlands Police with the content for its new 
Modern Slavery app. The app will promote partnership engagement, ensuring 
that the WMASN Slavery Adult Safeguarding Case Conference and WMASN 
Safe Place referrals are considered when safeguarding adults. The launch of 
this app coincided with Anti-Slavery Day on 18th October.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USEFUL LINKS 
 
 
 

Modern Slavery Helpline: 08000 121 700 
Force Intelligence Bureau (FIB):  fib@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk  
National Referral Mechanism Guidance 
NRM Form 
Modern Slavery Act Duty to Notify  
Home Office: 2021 UK Annual Report on Modern Slavery  
Human Trafficking Foundation Trafficking Survivor Care Standards 
Recovery Needs Assessment 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fib@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms/guidance-on-the-national-referral-mechanism-for-potential-adult-victims-of-modern-slavery-england-and-wales
https://www.modernslavery.gov.uk/start
https://www.modernslavery.gov.uk/start
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033986/2021_UK_Annual_Report_on_Modern_Slavery.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033986/2021_UK_Annual_Report_on_Modern_Slavery.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599abfb4e6f2e19ff048494f/t/5bc07787ec212d8f5b833504/1539340180026/HTF+Care+Standards+%5BSpreads%5D.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/recovery-needs-assessment-rna-process-guidance


 



 

 
 
Remaining West Midlands Anti Slavery Network Meeting Dates in 2022: 

 
24th November – 10:00-12:30 

 
Provisional dates for 2023: 

 
16th February  
18th May 
14th September 
14th December           
 
For more information, please contact: donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
 
 

 

WEST MIDLANDS ANTI SLAVERY NETWORK CONTACTS 
 

 
Robin Brierley 
Executive Director 
07412 482791 
robin.brierley@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
 
Donna Pryor 
Business Support Manager 
07907 479477 
donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org 
 
Davina Woollery 
Operations Manager 
07708 185364 
davina.woollery@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
 

 
 
 

 
Nick Walton 
Victim Safeguarding Pathways Coordinator 
07597 029698 
nick.walton@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
 
Lisa Bird 
Independent Modern Slavery Advocate 
07517414395 
lisa.bird@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
 
 
https://westmidlandsantislavery.org/  
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