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FOREWORD 
 
Robin Brierley, Executive Director, West Midlands Anti Slavery Network 

 

Welcome to our last newsletter of 2021. 
 
I feel this year has flown by so quickly and we have already planned our teams Christmas lunch together 
with a mini-AGM beforehand. So, this is the last newsletter of 2021, I hope you have enjoyed and found 
value from them this year. If you would like to contribute an article to any future newsletters, please do 
contact us.  
 
Our recent Anti-Slavery Day conference and current work with Dr Liz Such has helped me reflect on where 
we are now. We are always aiming high and seeking a gold star response to all we do, which of course 
leads us to identify those areas of work where we don’t do so well and constantly seek improvement from 
ourselves and those we work with. That said on reflecting on the past year I really do think we have all 
achieved so much in some of the most challenging times.  
 
The West Midlands Anti Slavery Day Conference ‘A Public Health Approach to Modern Slavery’ was a huge 
success, I think. I’m pleased we chose a difficult subject to discuss and explore. I did think it may have 
turned out that we consider that this approach isn’t suitable or even that there was no appetite for it for 
us here. I thought the Panel Chairs and their panel members really grasped the nettle and had those 
difficult discussions and in an open and honest way.  
 
Therefore, I really think there is an appetite to take this approach with a community person centred focus 
and not see it as purely a criminal justice outcome. I think this was made clear on the care and support 
panel and the concept of working in partnership with all agencies, including law enforcement and CPS and 
to take this person-centred approach makes absolute sense.  
 
There will be an update on the outcomes, findings, and challenges at our next network meeting on the 
18th November, so please do attend and share your thoughts and opinions.  
 
I have to say some years ago when Donna and I met in a coffee shop in Birmingham and used that as our 
office we thought that one day there would be no need for our work and that if there was ever only three 
people attending our meetings that either our job was done, or that there would be no need for a 
partnership approach to modern slavery.  
 
The level of attendance to network meetings and the various work streams such as care and support and 
NRPF task groups, evidence the need and passion for partnership working. I feel so much has been 
achieved by everyone in the past 12 months consequently. The work by all has helped support others in 
the UK by workstreams such as the NRM explanatory document, cultural awareness, SafePlace, and the 
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homelessness work and NRPF together with WMCA, BCC and Sifa. The recognition of the importance of 
partnership working by the OPCC and VRU have added value to our work and is essential to the success of 
all our work on slavery and trafficking. 
 
Lastly a huge thank you to everyone for your support and hard work and we look forward to sending out 
our next newsletter in 2022.  
 
Robin Brierley, Executive Director 
robin.brierley@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
 
 
 

 

West Midlands Anti Slavery Network SafePlace Update 

Huge congratulations to the West Midlands Anti Slavery Network SafePlace which won the Outstanding 

Contribution to Rebuilding Lives award at the Human Trafficking Foundation Anti-Slavery Day Awards 

2021. Thank you so much for all of your hard work, Hebe, Jasmyn, Nicole, Davina, Amber, and the 

wonderful SafePlace volunteers. Thank you too to everyone who voted for SafePlace at these awards. 

Above all, thank you to all of the amazing service users who the SafePlace team have had the privilege of 

working with over the last 2 years.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello from WMASN’s SafePlace team! 

 

Since the last update, the SafePlace team have continued to provide direct wrap-around health and well-

being, and advice and advocacy support, to male survivors of human trafficking and modern slavery at our 

SafePlace safe house. We have also continued to advise front line professionals on cases and signpost 

them to appropriate services. 

 

Over the last few months, we have been working diligently on group and individual projects to improve 

our service and to aid frontline professionals. One example of a project that we are currently working on 

is the development of two guidance booklets for frontline professionals to use when they come across 

Vietnamese or Albanian nationals. The booklets will cover topics ranging from greetings, to food, to 

religion, to views on community. 

 

Another project that our new health and well-being specialist is working on, is developing a gender-

sensitive health and well-being programme for our service users. We will keep you updated on the status 

of these projects in future newsletters. 

 

mailto:robin.brierley@westmidlandsantislavery.org


 

 

In August, Star Scaffolding generously donated a strimmer, a lawnmower, and a pressure washer to our 

project via our partners at Wates. The lawnmower was quickly put to use by one of our service users in 

the same month. Thank you to Star Scaffolding and Wates! 

 

We would also like to say thank you to our referral partners West Midlands Police, Warwickshire Police 

and GLAA for signposting survivors to us and facilitating vital support. 

 

Lastly, we would like to thank the organisations that we have worked with to ensure that survivors get the 

multi-agency support that they need. Your collaboration has been fundamental to securing positive 

outcomes for our service users. 

 

If you have any questions, suggestions, or want to donate to our service, please do not hesitate to get in 

contact with a member of our team. 

 

Jasmyn Kaur Sandhu 

Health and Wellbeing Specialist at the West Midlands Anti Slavery Network SafePlace 

jasmynkaur.sandhu@westmidlandsantislavery.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Birmingham City Council Modern Slavery Transparency Statement 
  
Birmingham City Council recently signed its Modern Slavery Transparency Statement for 2021-22. For local 
authorities this is usually quite a challenging piece of work, needing to pass through multiple governance 
arrangements to achieve sign-off. While it is primarily a document that sets out commitments to 
procurement and supply chain practices, it can also be a key space to make additional commitments to 
improving responses, working towards best practice, and setting out training ambitions for the year ahead.  
This year, we were really pleased to see significant interest in the 2021-22 statement, and as a result it 
was signed by four key members of Birmingham City Council – Cllr John Cotton (Cabinet Member – Social 
Inclusion, Community Safety and Equalities), Rob James (Managing Director – City Operations), Cllr Ian 
Ward (Leader of the Council) and Deborah Cadman, the Chief Executive. In her weekly round up to all staff 
members across the local authority, Deborah celebrated the signing and explained:  
 
“We’ve also just signed Birmingham’s 2021-22 Modern Slavery Transparency Statement. I’m proud this has some 
really ambitious commitments: including reviewing pathways for survivors of exploitation; using ethical imagery and 
language around modern slavery; and including survivor voices in our work. It’s important that this is more than just 
words so I will make sure this has an impact.” 

 
This is a significant step forward for Birmingham in terms of recognition and commitment to the modern 
slavery agenda, and we are hopeful that this will translate to new and improved operational practices in 
partnership with the West Midlands Anti-Slavery Network. If you are interested in this piece of work 
please contact Morgan Mead, Modern Slavery Coordinator at BCC  
morgan.mead@birmingham.gov.uk    
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West Midlands Anti Slavery Network Meeting Dates for 2021: 
 

For more information, please contact: donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org 

 
           18th November 

 
                      Dates for 2022 to be confirmed 
 
 

 
 

 

Slavery Adult Safeguarding Case Conference (SASCC) 
 
The Slavery Adult Safeguarding Case Conference (SASCC) has been in operation since 1st March 2021. 
The process accepts pre-NRM referrals from West Midlands Police and any of the seven Local 
Authorities.  
 
The aim is to collaboratively address any immediate safeguarding concerns regarding any consenting 
adult. To date, 9 adult victims/survivors have been discussed, all of whom have chosen to enter the 
NRM.  
 
Nick Walton, who leads on the process, said "the conference allows key partners to contribute so as to 
address any immediate safeguarding needs, whilst facilitating advocacy in a way that allows a potential 
victim to make informed choices. I'd encourage partners to give me a call if they need any advice or have 
any query as to the process.” 
 
For further information please contact Nick Walton, Victim Safeguarding Pathways Coordinator at 
WMASN and SASCC Lead     nick.walton@westmidlandsantislavery.org 

  
 

Adavu Project 10 Year Anniversary! 
 

Birmingham Methodist District’s Adavu Project is celebrating its 10-year    
anniversary this year! We will be celebrating this at an event at Carrs Lane 
Church on Tuesday 23rd November.  We aim to share our journey over the 
last 10 years, including hearing the voices of some of our survivors, 
celebrating all we have achieved and sharing with you all our plans for the 
future. Invitations will be sent out to key partners, former and existing 
survivors, and the Adavu team in the coming weeks. Please do contact us 
on info@adavu.org.uk if you would like to receive an invitation.  
 
The Adavu Project was set up in 2011 by the Birmingham Methodist District as a response to Modern  
Slavery in the West Midlands, offering signposting, awareness-raising, and training to the region. It also 
co-founded the West Midlands Anti Slavery Network. It was quickly discerned that there was a need for 
survivor casework support to help survivors rebuild their lives in the longer term, and Adavu’s aftercare 
support began in 2016.  This work is largely post-NRM emotional and practical casework support for 
adult survivors living in the West Midlands. To date we have supported almost 170 survivors. 
  
We look forward to seeing you there! 
Liisa Wiseman, Adavu Project Manager 
wisemanl@adavu.org.uk  
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Sifa Fireside Rebrand and Modern Slavery Pathway Launch Event 

 
• SIFA Fireside has just launched its new modern slavery pathway and casework toolkit, in 

partnership with Birmingham City Council and West Midlands Anti Slavery Network.  
 

• If you are working with a homeless adult over the age of 25, and you have Modern Slavery 
concerns, you can call SIFA to check whether they can be seen there: 0121 766 1700 or check 
https://sifafireside.co.uk/need-help/  
 

• Nicole Morris – Anti-Slavery and Homelessness Development Officer: 
nicolemorris@sifafireside.co.uk or mob: 07591 686 770 if urgent.  

 
The modern Slavery Pathway Launch at Sifa Fireside took place over two days on the 12/13th October. 
Both days were over an afternoon and evening giving partners the chance to visit and see the new 
rebrand at the drop-in centre. The days offered a variety of stands including a WMASN SafePlace stand 
with a variety of resources available such as NHS medical cards, NRM explanatory booklets in many 
different languages, the new Sifa modern slavery pathway and toolkit documents, SafePlace posters, 
and much more.  
 

 
 

 
A variety of people approached the stand extremely interested about the aspect of an Anti-Slavery and 
Homelessness Development Officer role and asked for advice and guidance around spotting the signs 
and what can they do if they see someone they have concerns about. 
  
Members of the SafePlace/WMASN team were also present to discuss the SafePlace project and the aim 
of a pre-NRM space for male survivors of slavery and trafficking, and provided valuable information 
around the current picture we are seeing within the West Midlands. 
   
Not only that, Morgan Mead, Birmingham City Council Modern Slavery Coordinator, was available to 
discuss slavery and trafficking from the Local Authority standpoint. She was accompanied by our current 
intern who is a member of Survivor Alliance. 
  
The Modern Slavery launch provided an opportunity for networking to bridge gaps between sectors, 
ensuring key partners are fully aware of the new Modern Slavery pathway going forward.  

 
Nicole Morris, Anti-Slavery and Homelessness Development Officer, Sifa Fireside  
nicolemorris@sifafireside.co.uk  
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The Medaille Trust’s Moving on Project update 
 
The Moving on Project is a new project which supports female adult survivors of modern slavery, 
exploitation and trafficking. 
 
One of things we have focused on over the last couple of months has been networking with lots of 
organisations to make them aware of the support we offer and to find out more about them in order to 
support our clients. – Thank you to all who have taken the time to meet with us and we are still very 
much open to meeting with as many organisations as we can and to look at ways we can work together 
and create referral pathways or generate awareness of modern slavery and the support we offer.  
 
We have secured a space in a hub with lots of other fantastic organisations and we are in the process of 
setting up our group sessions and drop ins ready for the women we support to attend.  
 
We have received lots of referrals over the past couple of months, worked in a multi-agency context 
and we are working with our clients to help them achieve their goals. We have supported one client to 
start college, we have applied for and received a washing machine from a local church fund for another 
client and we have completed NRM referrals amongst many other aspects of work. 
 
We have delivered awareness sessions with a local U3A organisation as well as with staff at Birmingham 
Children’s Trust. We also attended a women’s group where we gave an introduction to our work. 
 
For more information, to organise a meeting or for a referral form please contact: 
Katie Moreton, Local Coordinator - Moving on Project Midlands 

 
K.moreton@medaille-trust.org.uk 

 
 
Volunteering Opportunities - The Salvation Army 
 
Transport Volunteers 
Do you drive? Do you have a car? If yes, then The Salvation Army needs your help! 
No car, no problem! We need Chaperones too! 
The Salvation Army Anti-Trafficking & Modern Slavery Unit are recruiting for Transport Volunteer Driver 
& Chaperones to transport victims of Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking to one of their contracted 
Safe Houses! Please see link to our website for more information. 
  
First Responder Volunteers 
Do you want to support potential victims of Modern Slavery? Can you spare 3 to 4 hours twice a month? 
If yes, then The Salvation Army need your help! The Salvation Army Anti-Trafficking & Modern Slavery 
Unit are recruiting for First Responder Volunteers to complete NRM interviews with potential victims of 
Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking. Please see link to our website for more information! 
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Survivor Support Programme update from The Salvation Army 

 
The Salvation Army’s Anti-Trafficking and Modern Slavery Unit is restructuring the services it provides 
to survivors following a management review which has taken into account the learnings from the 
CONNECT pilot programme and changes to the support provided through the latest Modern Slavery 
Victim Care Contract. 
  
The new Survivor Support Service has been structured to allow integration between our volunteer 
networks in Salvation Army centres and the specialist support provided through our safe houses, 
outreach, and reach-in services. This will enable survivors to thrive in the long term with support from 
trained volunteers offering mentoring, friendship, guidance and hospitality in secure settings. 
  
As such, the difficult decision has been made to close the weekly CONNECT drop-ins in Manchester, 
Newcastle, Nottingham and London at the end of November this year. Our Birmingham drop-in closed 
a few weeks ago, but we are fortunate enough to have referred relevant clients to the Medaille Moving 
On Project for case management support, and the Salvation Army Butterfly Project, which continues to 
run meaningful recreational opportunities for female clients. 
  
We are pleased, however, that our mentoring programme will continue. So, if you do have clients who 
would benefit from some mentoring support from trained members in the community, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with me. 
  
I would also like to take this opportunity to say what an honour it has been to be part of the West 
Midlands Anti Slavery Network Partnership. The professionalism, leadership and warmth experienced 
from all its members has been an inspiration. 
  
Please note my working days will go down to one day a week (Fridays) until the end of November when 
my contract will finish. I will then be in touch again with handover contacts for our mentoring 
programme moving forward. 
  
Melpo Economou 
Local Programme Coordinator - West Midlands, Anti- Trafficking & Modern Slavery Survivor Support 
Service   
Melpo.Economou@salvationarmy.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

USEFUL LINKS 
 

Modern Slavery Helpline: 0800 012 1700 
Force Intelligence Bureau (FIB):  fib@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk  
National Referral Mechanism Guidance 
NRM Form 
Modern Slavery Act Duty to Notify  
Home Office: 2020 UK Annual Report on Modern Slavery  
Human Trafficking Foundation Trafficking Survivor Care Standards 
Recovery Needs Assessment 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-trafficking-victims-referral-and-assessment-forms/guidance-on-the-national-referral-mechanism-for-potential-adult-victims-of-modern-slavery-england-and-wales
https://www.modernslavery.gov.uk/start
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/927111/FINAL-_2020_Modern_Slavery_Report_14-10-20.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599abfb4e6f2e19ff048494f/t/5bc07787ec212d8f5b833504/1539340180026/HTF+Care+Standards+%5BSpreads%5D.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/recovery-needs-assessment-rna-process-guidance


 

 
 

 

WEST MIDLANDS ANTI SLAVERY NETWORK CONTACTS 
 

 

Robin Brierley 
Executive Director 
07412 482791  
info@westmidlandsantislavery.org 
 

Donna Pryor 
Business Support Manager 
07907 479477 
donna.pryor@westmidlandsantislavery.org 

 

 
 

 

Amber Cagney 
Development Manager 
07907 478668 
amber.cagney@westmidlandsantislavery.org 

 
Hebe Lawson 
SafePlace Project Manager 
07716 194629 
hebe.lawson@westmidlandsatislavery.org  
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